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Antiarrhythmic therapy and orthostatic reactions of ventricular contractions rate in patients with permanent atrial fibrillation

The effect of antiarrhythmic drugs of different classes on the frequency of occurrence of various types of ven​tricular contractions rate (VCR) orthostatic reactions (OR) in 69 patients (32 men and 37 women) mean age (55 ± 15) years with the duration of AF (6 ± 5) years was studied. The therapy was based on the recommendations of the European Association of Cardiologists 2010: monotherapy with beta-blockers (BB), non-dihydropyridine calcium channel blockers (CCBs — verapamil or diltiazem), amiodarone, a combination of BB and amiodarone, digoxin. Patients were examined before, after 2 weeks, 1 month and 6 months from the beginning of treatment. In patients with AF all types of VCR OR were observed. Antiarrhythmics of II, III and IV classes in patients with permanent AF had different effects on VCR OR. Therapy with BB led to a significant increase in the frequency of positive VCR OR with the achievement of the rate in sinus rhythm. The therapy with amiodarone and a com​bination of BB and amiodarone showed a high individuality of VCR OR and with CCBs — a significant increase of frequency of negative VCR OR, which must be taken into account prescribing them.

